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§  5.2 Literature review and conceptual framework
FIGURE 5.1  Conceptual framework of chapter 5
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§  5.2.1 Social coordination of welfare state, home ownership, 
family reciprocity and gender division
































































































§  5.2.2 Social coordination in China: from past to present
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§  5.4.1 In multi-child families
If a family has both male and female children, which is the case for many rural 
migrants, the parents only prepare for their male children’s home.
“In our home town, it is all like this. Parents would prepare a home for their sons. 
Houses are cheap in my home town, so my parents just bought a home for my two 
brothers. It is more expensive in Chongqing, so my mom can only help me with 
mortgage down payment. … No help to daughters. In my home town, normally parents 
wouldn’t support daughters as they will marry out.” (Case 11, male, age 37, engineer, 






“(Male participant:) After we decided to buy a home, we asked our parents with how 
much money they could help us. My parents gave me all their savings, so after the home 
was ready they move in with us and left their rural home. (Female participant:) But in 
my family, this is a loan. I borrowed from my parents, my brother, and my sister. We 






“(Male participant:) I think this has something to do with the traditional household 
structure. Because my wife is daughter and her parents, from deep of their heart, believe 
that they should rely on their son for age support. (Female:) It also has something to do 
with the culture. For home purchase, traditionally it is the responsibility of the male’s 
family. The female’s family would not be taking care of this stuff. Even nowadays in 
many single-child families.” (Case 21, a couple from nearby Sichuan Province, both age 
36, own a company together)
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“My parents paid the (mortgage) down payment. I paid the monthly installment. 
Our main purpose is to prepare a home for future marriage. Another motivation is 
investment.” (Case 07, male, age 31, manger in a department store)
“After I graduated from college and start to work in this hospital, my parents offered me 








“I think my daughter’s and her husband’s home is her husband’s family’s responsibility. 
We can contribute a share, but her husband’s family should contribute more.” (Case 
P02, male, age 60, retired as a technical manager in a joint-venture factory)
“My parents won’t buy a home for me. They think, after marriage, it is the husband’s 
responsibility. ... But they registered their home under my name. That is to avoid 
transfer costs in the future, but it is still their home. I never feel that is my home…. After 
my divorce, my father did not allow me to use it because he did not want me to divorce.” 
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most clearly illustrated by Case P8’s explanation on why she insists on helping both her 
daughters in acquiring home ownership.
“I have to prepare some money for my old age. And we should also help my younger 
daughter (in home purchase) since we had helped our older daughter. … We don’t have 
that fortune to have a boy, the only thing we can do is to help our daughters. Nowadays 
the duty of supporting aging parents is the same for sons and daughters.” (Case P8, 
female, age 58, waitress in a small restaurant, migrated to Chongqing several years ago)
























“I know that housing prices in China, also in Chongqing, will rise. And my working place 
is far away from my parents’ home. It took me one hour one way, very inefficient. So I 
proposed to my parents that I want to buy a home. And I convinced them.” (Case 03, 
female, age 32, an asset manager in a commercial bank)
“After I decided to settle down in Chongqing, I immediately started home viewing and I 
asked my parents to help me. … I think a woman should have her own home, although 
people said the man will provide you with accommodation after marriage. But I would 
feel unsecure if I would not have my own home. My relationship with my husband is 





“Our idea as parents is to prevent the man from looking down upon our daughter, from 
putting financial pressure upon our daughter. My daughter shouldn’t be financially 
dependent on her husband.” (Case P1, female, age 58, retired as an administrative staff 
employee)
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“We purchased another home earlier this year. The home we currently live in is, after all, 
purchased by my husband and his parents, but the new home is ours [my husband’s 




“Although my income is much lower than my husband’s, I don’t feel inferior to him. He 
makes money outside, but all the domestic work like child care depends on me. He offers 
money and I offer labor.” (Case 02, female, age 34, administrative staff employee)
“I think if the woman wants to have a share in the marriage home, she should share the 
responsibility. It does not mean that this woman must work, but she should fulfill her 
duties at home, for example taking care of the child and the elders.” (Case 11, male, age 








“Women are more vulnerable. Let’s say if our marriage didn’t work out, as a man, even 
if I am 50 years old, I still have chances. But for a woman, where does her sense of 
safeness comes from? Only from the man. Besides her man, what else she can count 












“I won’t consider a man who doesn’t have a high income. But it is not only about 
income, it is also about his moral quality. I am lucky. I have dated my current husband 
in high school. He raises no suspicions in me. He has a good income and he is willing to 
support me financially. When the kids approached the age of school, he said we should 
buy a home and let our child go to a good school. So he bought a home and registered 
me as the owner.” (Case 02, female, age 34, administrative staff in a private company)








“In my first marriage, my ex-husband’s mom purchased a home for him. So after we 
married, we moved into that dwelling. Then after I divorced him, I moved out.” (Case 02, 
female, age 34, administrative staff)
“After my older sister got divorced, she is in hardship. So I invited her to live in our home 
and we support her spending. I helped her to look for jobs and her daughter coming to 
study in Chongqing. Now she has found a stable job and she has moved out.” (Case 21, 























“We asked if my parents-in-law would like to move in with us and help us with child 
care. But they don’t want to. They don’t want us to be too dependent on them. So my 
wife stayed at home for child care….When we were buying our marriage home, it was 
so hard. I asked help from my parents-in-law but they didn’t help us. They are not rich 
either. I have no choice. My name is on the property certificate, so I have to work hard 
and repay the mortgage debt by myself…. So now I am the owner of our home.” (Case 
12, male, age 37, immigrant from Jiangxi Province)
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